[Quality assurance in interventional electrophysiology (ablation, automatic defibrillators)].
The rapid development of interventional electrophysiology during the recent years has lead to an increasing number of procedures and a wide-spread use of these techniques. Interventional electrophysiology includes catheter ablation of supraventricular and ventricular tachycardias and implantation of cardioverter-defibrillators. Measures for quality assurance aim at improving the quality of training in clinical electrophysiology as well as at giving recommendations for the personnel needed. The specific recommendations for implantation of defibrillators include the qualification of the personnel and technical prerequisites as well as recommendations for accepted indications, probable indications as well as for no indications. For catheter ablation, specific recommendations have been given as well which include the technical and personnel requirements. The presently available recommendations and guidelines help that the various elements of quality assurance obtain increasing attention and are going to affect the quality of results.